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presents, including a sword of honour, a Mauser
pistol and a mechanical bird in a gold cage; he was
also invested with the Star of India. The Shamiana
was repaired and the state banquet proved a great
success. ' The Amir/ Lady Dufferin records, * watched
D. all through and did as he did, while his personal
attendant, a boy of sixteen, who always goes about
with him, stood behind his chair and smoked
cigarettes/ And at the end of dinner, the Amir rose
quite unexpectedly and made a speech in which he
expressed his devoted friendship for Great Britain,
the Viceroy, Lady Dufferin, and the Government of
India,

It was at this inauspicious moment that news
arrived that on March 30 the Russians had attacked
the Afghan frontier posts at Panjdeh. The Viceroy,
his Foreign Secretary, the Amir Abdur-Rahman and
an interpreter remained closeted for some hours in a
dripping but most carefully guarded tent. Lord
Dufferin asked the Amir what were his c proposals
and opinions *. His Highness took a large handful of
snuff, and answered that this was not a fair question.
A long pause ensued during which Lord Dufferin
scrutinised this burly autocrat, noting the flash of
* implacable severity * which from time to time would
dart across his small but humorous eyes- His Ex-
cellency then suggested that, if His Highness were at
all anxious regarding the fort of Herat, the Govern-
ment of India might be willing to assist him by sending
troops for its defence. The Amir answered that his
people were 'ignorant, brutal and suspicious* and
that they would resent such assistance. In fact no
men, officers or officials should be sent from India.